Regular Borough Council Meeting April 4,2011

The Regular Meeting of Souderton Borough Council, held on Monday, April 4, 2011,
was called to order by President Brian K. Goshow at 7:30 p.m. Members of Borough Council
present at the regular meeting included the following:

President Brian K. Goshow Councillor Edward Huber
Vice-President Andrew C. Schilosser Mayor John R. Reynolds

Councillor Ned D, Leight

Councillor D. Jeffrey Gross Solicitor Robert R. Bricker
Councillor John U. Yeung

Councillor Steven J. Toy Borough Manager P. Michael Coll
Councillor Presten Miller Police Chief James P. Leary
Counciltor Richard Halbom Public Works Director Steven R. Coll

The Invocation was given by Councillor John U. Young, followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance to the Flag.

Mayor John Reynolds, Police Chief James Leary along with Officers Thomas Lawson,
Joseph Rudner and Gerald Moyer, introduced Sergeant Daniel Mitchell of the Montgomery
Township Police Department who requested this opportunity fo address Souderton Borough
Council. Sergeant Mitchell noted that Officer Ward ‘Thomas passed away in 201 following a
lengthy illness. The Montgomery Township Police Department established an educational fund
in support of Ward Thomas’s four children. Sergeant Mitchel wanted to take this opportunity to
recognize the Souderton Police Department for their very generous donation to this firnd and
presented the departiment with a plaque in appreciation for the support. In particular Officer
Gerald Moyer is related to Ward Thomas and he accepted the plaque on behalf of the department.

Consideration was given to the minutes of the March 7, 2011 Regular Borough Council
Meeting. A motion was made by Councillor Andrew Schlosser, seconded by Councillor Steven
Toy, to approve the minutes of the March 7, 2011 Regular Borough Councif Meeting and March
2011 Work Sessions as presented. The motion was approved,

Police Chief James Leary reviewed his monthly statistical and narrative summary reports
to Borough Council. Chief Leary noted that this has been one of the department’s busiest months,
Several important arrests have been made. The area police departments are currently working
with the Souderion School District on reviewing and updating the memorandum of
understanding in addressing protocols for various school related emergencies and concerns.

‘The Barough Soliciter’s report for the month of March, 2011 was distributed to Borough
Council. The Borough Solicitor reported that they attended the assessment appeal hearing for the
school district properties. The Borough Solicitor researched and met with the Borough Manager
regarding the zoning status of the property at 145-147 North Main Sireet. The Borough Selicitor
has been in conversation with SEPTA regarding surveys of the train station and parking lot
properties.

Borough Manager Michael Coll reported that he will be attending the annual conference
of the Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs in Hershey. This conference will conflict with
the Public Works Work Session and therefore, we will simply posipone the work session and
address any public works related matters at the following work session on April 18%, There will
be a presentation in Council Chambers on Tuesday April 19" hosted by the Bucks County TMA
concerning the status of the study and recommendations to restore passenger service on the old
Bethlchem Branch. This will be special presentation for elected officials with another public
presentation scheduled for the following Tuesday at the Hatfield Township Municipal Building,
The Souderton planning Commission will meet on Wednesday, April 20 to review the minor
subdivision plan for the bell parcel at 238 West Broad Street. The Borough Manager summarized
the items of business scheduled for consideration. The first item is formal consideration of bids
for the parking lot lighting contract for the Souderton Pool. The Borough Engineer tabulated and
reviewed the bids received. The project attracted interest from 13 contractors with 11 bids
received. A recommendation has been made to accept the low bid from High peak Efecirical of



Coopersburg to complete the project at a total cost of $46,850.00. The remaining item is a
request to post a handicapped parking space at 557 East Broad Street for a 90 day trial period,
Chief Leary has reviewed he recommendation and recommends that the request be accepted.

Consideration was given to paying the bills for the month of March, 2011,
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A motion was made by Councillor Preston Miller, seconded by Councillor Andrew
Schlosser, to authorize payment of the bills for the month of March, 2011, as presented. The
motion was approved.

President Brian Goshow opened the floor fo the audience who may wish to address
Borough Council on any topic or matter of concern.

Paul Dunean, 127 Adams Avenue, expressed appreciation for the intervention of the
Borough into a concern with a neighboring property owner, Chief Leary is making every attempt
to bring this matter under control, The matter seems te be under control and he thanked the police
departiment and the police officers for responding to his calls.

There being no further public comment, President Goshow moved to the first item of
business scheduled for consideration.

Borough Council referred to the letter and recommendation of the Borough Engineer
concerning the Souderton Pool Complex Parking Lot Lighting contract. Bids were received and
opened at a public hearing on March 31, 2011, A tabulation of the bids received is as follows:

High Peak Electrical $46,850.00
AIM Electric $47,900.00
Armour & Sons Electric $50,195.00
Barry J. Hoffinan Company $52,970.00
Thomas L. Hoffinan Company $54,925.00
Lederach Electric $55,800.00
AN, Lynch $56,735.00
Yates Electrical $57,995.00
BSI Elecirical $62,237.00
Miller Brothers $86,881.00
Carr & Duff $87,000.00

A motion was made by Councillor Edward Huber, and seconded by Councilfor Richard
Hatbom, to award the Souderton Pool Parking Lot Lighting contract to High Peak Electrical at a
cost of $46,850.00. Borough Council discussed the timing of completion of this project and the
type of fixture specified. There being no further discussion, the motion was approved.

A motion was made by Councillor Steven Toy, and seconded by Councillor Preston
Miller, to authorize the posting of a handicapped parking space at 557 East Broad Street for a 90
day trial period per Mayor’s order, Counceillor Richard Halbom inquired about the anticipated
long term need for this space and whether there may be any impact on the surrounding
businesses, Chief Leary suggested that the restriction will ultimately be made permanent as long
as the homeowners remain at the address and he saw no immediate impact on the surrounding
businesses. After this discussion, the motion was approved.

There being no firther business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:55 pm.



Respecifully Submitted,
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P.!Michael Coll, Secretary

WORK SESSION MINUTES AND COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Works Work Session — April 11, 2011 (postponed)

Administrative Work Session — April 18, 2011 (7:00 pm-9:10 pm)

Council Attendees: Mayor John Reynolds, Brian Goshow, Ned Leight, Jeffrey Gross, John

Young, Andrew Schlosser, Steven Toy, Preston Miller, Richard Halbom and Edward Huber.
Junior Councillor Brian Barr.

StafT Attendees: Chief James P. Leary, Officer Thomas Lawson, Borough Manager

Michael Caoll,

a)

b)

<)

b)

Police Committee

Chief Leary reported that over the past weekend he completed a tutoring session for the
English as a Second Language program.

Officer Thomas Lawson proposed to Borough Council, fhat in light of the English as a
Second Language program, the Souderton Police Departinent is requesting an allocation
of approximately $1,750.00 to purchase the Rosetta Stone programs to learn Spanish.
Members of the department overwhelmingly support this concept and Telford Police has
also indicated a desire to participate. The request was approved.

Officer Lawson and Chief Leary also reported on the use of the speed trailer to monitor
speed and vehicle trips along Duke Alley. The display was turned off to avoid skewing the
speed data. The data shows that 85% of the vehicles using Duke Alley had an average
speed of 18 to 20 mph, It was acknowledged that while the speed is not great it is still foo
fast with children in nearby back yards. Councillor Steven Toy suggested that all alleys
should be posted at 15 mph. Brian Goshow also expressed concern that nearly 100
vehicles have been using the alley cach day which seems excessive.

Adminisfrative Committee

Borough Manager Michael Coll reported that April 15® marked the last day of work for
Financial Secretary Sandra Clemmer. She will remain on payroll for the next few weeks
to use up accrued vacation and sick leave before entering retirement. The Borough
Manager noted that Beatrice Kaizar will receive the job title of Office Manager and will
be responsible to oversee all administrative tasks. Bea Kaizar, Carl Stuart and the
Borough Manager will interview seven applicants for the vacant secretarial position
during the week of April 18" with the expectation to fill the vacancy as soon as possible.
Historically, specific tasks were assigned to the administrative staff, but we have decided
to train the office staff to perform all tasks,

Brian Goshow has appointed a 125% Anniversary Celebration Committee for the Borough
of Souderton. In addition to Council president Brian Goshow, the committee will include
Jeffrey Gross, James Leary, Laurie Reynolds, David Goshow, Amy Stover of Generations,
Marian Eide and Berdine Leinbach of the Indian Valley Arts Foundation. Their first
meeting will be on Thursday, May 12, The Borough’s 125" Anniversary will be in 2012,




a)

b)

c)

a)

Development Committee

Borough Council members reviewed the proposed subdivision/lof line adjustment plan for
the Jeremy Bell property at 238 W Broad Street. The application will be reviewed by the
Souderton Planning Commission on Wednesday, April 20%, The property consists of two
adjoining and separated deeded parcels. The plan proposes to move the boundary line to
equalize the two lots and to preserve an existing driveway and parking area for the
existing single family dwelling. The adjoining lof will continue to be a conforming single
family building lot. The application will be included on the may Borongh Council agenda.

Borough Solicitor Robert Bricker continues to werk with SEPTA on the proposed lease
agreement {o take over the train station property. SEPTA requested the Borough to
provide them with a survey and legal description of the property to be leased. The
Borough has surveyed some of the adjoining parcels in conjunction with the Boys and
Girls Club project and we were involved with a storm drainage project along the bank
property. Montgomery county records are somewhat vagie, as are SEPTA records. This
effort will require approximately $5,000 in additional engineering fees, but the work will
be necessary as the project ultimately progresses into design and construction,

Since the Public Works Work Session was postponed, Borough Manager Michae! Call
provided members of Borough Council with an update on the status of the swimming pool
construction project,

A current site plan was provided to Borough Councit illustrating the design for the
interior courtyard space. The courtyard will consist of three interconnected rain gardens
which is a requirement under the Montgomery County Conservation District permit.
Details for the construction of the gardens are still being evaluated between the Borough
Engineer and Landscape Architect Peter Johnson to address concerns of insuring proper
drainage fo support the plantings and avoid nuisance problems to the users of the facility.
The courtyard will feature pavers simulating a boardwalk theme. Wooden trellises over
concrete benches will line the rain gardens and a large wooden pergola will cover the
seating area for concessions. Concern was expressed to insure bleacher seating area for
swim meets. Some interior dusk to dawn lighting will be added to the project primarily for
security and to enhance lighting from the main pool lghts. It is expected that the interior
courtyard will not be fully complete by opening day.

The Borough Manager secured a tofal of five (5) sealed quatations to supply industrial
grade aluminum fence to enclose the pool and further divide certain interior spaces. The
perimeter fencing will be 8 feet decorative fencing and the interior spaces will be fenced
with four feet high fence. The lowest quote was from Prestige Fence Company, t/a Fence
City in Montgomeryville at a delivered price of $30,938.60. Borough forces will install
the fence, which is the same style used along Reliance Road and most recently around the
skate board park at the Boys and Girls Club,

The final membership application and membership fee packages were reviewed.
Memberships are currently available for sale through the month of May. The scheduled
opening day is Memorial Day, Monday, May 30", Weather conditions have and continue
to plague construction progress but we continue to hope to complete the critical
components of the project to permit opening. Weather will continue to be a factor with the
schedule. The Borough Manager noted revised hours of operation during the month of
June while school remains in session,

The Borough will be meeting with the Montgomery County Health Department to secure

a permit to open the new concession stand, The stand may not be fully operational until
mid June.

Finance Committee

Members of Borough Council discussed the level of contribution that wiil be earmarked
for swim team coach salaries during 201 1. Members of Borough Council expressed some




b)

concern fowards this contribution, especially since other sports organizations rely on
volunteers, After much discussion, members of Borough Council seitled on a level of
contribution not to exceed $9,000, This number was assumed in the 2011 budget.

A memorandum from Berkheimer Tax Administrators was circutated to Borough Council,
The memorandum noted that Bucks County has elected to use another tax collector which
will result in the coordination of collections between the new collector in Bucks County
and Berkheimer who will serve as the tax collector in Montgomery County. They estimate
that as much as $30,000 in earned income tax revenue per quarier comes from employers
in Bucks County. Depending on coordination the Borough will see and should expect
delays in receiving this revenue. A budget shortfall may also oecceur and must be closely
monitored through the year.



