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A Blend of Homes and New
Businesses on Main Street

Vote in the
General Election,
November 3

The proposed zoning district changes on Main Street (shown above) from Green Street to the
borough line aim to attract investor interest in redevelopment projects while maintaining the
area’s charm and historic character.

With a vision of a bustling Main Street
rich with historic buildings filled with
new life, Borough Council is in the
preliminary draft stage of revising and
expanding Souderton’s C-2 limited commercial zoning district to include Main
Street from Green Street to the borough
line. If approved, Main Street will have
the potential to become a blend of homes
and small retail stores, service-oriented
businesses, shops, and cafés. The
proposed district changes will benefit
property owners and further Souderton’s
vision for community revitalization.
“The proposed district revision goes
hand in hand with the borough’s planning and revitalization efforts, and will
be done in a way that maintains the historical character of the area,” said Mike
Coll, borough manager. “The goal is for
unique, family-owned businesses to
blend in with the homes and offices
already in the district. The look and feel
of the district won’t change, but the
advantages will be great.”

More Options for Property Owners
Allowing small, service-oriented
businesses to open on this section of
Main Street will mean that property

owners can market their homes as
residential or commercial property—
and potential investors won’t have to
get relief from zoning ordinances in
order to open businesses allowed by the
C-2 district. “With more options available
for potential buyers, property values
may increase because of the many possibilities for the properties,” Mr. Coll
added. “And property taxes will not
automatically go up as a result of the
zoning district change.”
Towne Answering Service is a prime
example of the type of redevelopment
effort the borough hopes to attract to this
section of Main Street. Owners Charlie
and Deb Crown restored the historic
house at 208 North Main Street to open
their answering service on the first floor.
The building’s front porch is a historic
replica of its original 19th century design.
The ground level is now occupied by
Wellington’s Sporting Goods, and the
second floor is residential apartments.
Borough Council is in the process of
reviewing the draft C-2 limited commercial zoning district, and will discuss it
in public meetings this fall. Check
www.soudertonborough.org for updates
and meeting dates. v

Make your voice heard by voting
in the municipal election on
November 3. Your voter registration
card includes your polling place.
You can also look it up online at
Montgomery County Voter Services,
montcopa.org/voterservices. Refer
to the list below for the polling
location for each ward. To view a
ward map, go to the FAQs on
www.soudertonborough.org and
scroll down to the Voting Guide.
If you have any questions, call the
borough at 215-723-4371.
Ward 1: E
 mmanuel Lutheran Church,
75 West Broad Street
Ward 2: Z
 ion Mennonite Church,
Front Street & Cherry Lane
Ward 3: S
 ouderton Borough Hall,
31 West Summit Street

Register to vote by October 5 and
request your absentee ballot by
October 27. October 30 is the last
day to send in completed ballots
(by 5 p.m.) v
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Souderton and Telford Boroughs Named Classic Towns
Souderton

Telford

MAIN STREETS
With the help of dedicated SoudertonTelford Main Streets volunteers, our
great community has been working
toward revitalization for nearly a
decade. On October 1, Souderton and
Telford boroughs will join the prestigious list of Classic Towns of Greater
Philadelphia.
“Inclusion in the Classic Towns of
Greater Philadelphia is an honor, and
it’s something residents should be very
proud of,” said Pam Coleman,
Souderton-Telford Main Streets
Manager. “This shows that the quality
of life in our boroughs is the same
caliber as that in Doylestown, West
Chester, and Ambler boroughs, plus
many more top-notch neighborhoods
and places to live.”

Selected out of 350
Communities
Just one of 10 communities accepted
into the Classic Towns of Greater
Philadelphia this year, Souderton and
Telford were nominated out of 350
eligible communities in the greater
Philadelphia region.
Run by the Delaware Valley Regional
Planning Commission (DVRPC), the
Classic Towns program raises awareness
about the quality of life in these communities to those outside the region.
The DVRPC works directly with communities in the program to educate and
aid marketing and community development efforts. The program also focuses
on regional efforts and creating beneficial partnerships.
“There’s a small group of communities
in the program, and Souderton and
Telford were chosen because we’re
outstanding in so many areas,”
Ms. Coleman said.

Souderton’s Economic
Redevelopment Area Plan
to Attract Developers
Redevelopment is a top-of-mind issue
for residents and officials in Souderton,
and it could also be on the minds of
developers, thanks to Souderton’s
Economic Redevelopment Area Plan.
Drafted by the Souderton Planning
Commission and approved by the
Montgomery County Planning
Commission in July, the plan aims to
attract developers to redevelopment
projects in Souderton by providing
various economic incentives. The
plan covers the Route 113 corridor
in Souderton, including areas along
East and West Broad streets and
Main Street.
“Our Economic Redevelopment Area
Plan is an important tool for advancing
redevelopment in Souderton,” said
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Borough Manager Mike Coll.
“The economic incentives
are necessary for reaching
our revitalization goals because
it costs a lot to redevelop in
a borough.”
Economic incentives may range
from favorable financing rates to
priority status in grant applications.
Another incentive is a special tax
increment financing program that
helps developers indirectly pay for
necessary infrastructure and road
improvements with some initial
tax relief. v
The Route 113 corridor is the focus of
Souderton’s economic redevelopment
plan, which aims to attract developers
to invest in redevelopment projects.

When making their selections, the
Classic Towns of Greater Philadelphia
looks for older communities and urban
neighborhoods that have preserved their
history, character, culture, and main
street charm. The program recognizes
communities’ outstanding quality of life
and amenities and helps promote them
to encourage growth and revitalization.
Souderton and Telford will become
Classic Towns in October. Follow the
program’s progress at www.stmainst.org
and www.classictowns.org.

Other Towns Accepted in 2009
In addition to Souderton and Telford,
nine other communities become Classic
Towns on October 1.
Ardmore
Bordentown City, N.J.
Glassboro, N.J.
Germantown neighborhood of Philadelphia
Merchantville in Camden, N.J.
New Hope
Phoenixville
Swarthmore
Wayne v

Pool Committee Leads Renovation Efforts

Summer 2009 is the last season for the Souderton Pool, which
may undergo a renovation in 2010 if funding can be secured.

Souderton residents,
and those living in the
surrounding communities—to support it and
help us raise funds.”

Yocum, Betty Linko, executive director
of the Indian Valley YMCA, Michele
O’Donnell, senior aquatics director of
the Indian Valley YMCA, and Mike
Coll, borough manager.

The committee is
dedicated to finding
financing opportunities
and coordinating
fundraising activities.
It will also guide the
planning efforts and
help the project make
the leap from conceptual
plan to engineering
drawings this fall.

Pool to Reopen in 2011 with
New Amenities

The Souderton Pool will close at the
end of this summer, and while the community enjoys its final season, planning
efforts for the pool’s renovation are
already underway. If funding can be
secured, the complete renovation will
upgrade the pool’s older filtration and
electrical systems and use the latest, safest methods for water disinfection. New
amenities range from a zero-entry area
and handicapped accessibility to water
features and slides, plus a more shallow
area for young children.

“We’re looking at how we can expand
the operations of the pool to serve the
public in more ways and generate
revenue to reduce the financial burden,”
Mr. Gross added. “Possibilities include
hosting corporate and community events,
holding family reunions and large parties, and expanding the pool’s food services to better serve these events and
other activities in the adjacent Souderton
Community Park.”

The Pool Committee, led by Committee
Chairman and Borough Councilman Jeff
Gross, is charged with leading the renovation efforts and building community
support.

To find out how you can support the
pool renovation, volunteer, or help raise
funds, visit www.soudertonpool.com,
an independent volunteer website that
shares news and supports the renovation.

“It’s so important for the community to
get behind the pool,” said Mr. Gross.
“We need the people who use the
pool—from kids to grandparents,

In addition to Mr. Gross, the Pool
Committee includes Councilman Brian
Goshow, Councilman Jonathan
Gardenier, Junior Councillor Daniel

Volunteers Wanted Soon

When the Leaves Fall…
…rake them to the curb for Souderton
Borough crews to remove starting the
week of October 26. Please note that the
borough will not collect leaves in alleys.
We collect leaves with vacuum equipment, which cannot pick up piles of
leaves with excessive amounts of sticks,
stones, hedge clippings, plant material,
and other trash. We will collect leaves
during three scheduled collection periods. As necessary, crews will collect
remaining leaves in mid-December.

SECTION 1: From the railroad tracks east

The pool will remain closed in 2010
for construction, and the renovated
facility is expected to reopen on
Memorial Day weekend in 2011. To
view the conceptual plan and learn
more about the renovated pool’s amenities,
visit www.soudertonborough.org >
Parks & Recreation > Community Pool. v

Sign up for eNews
To receive timely news from the
borough, sign up for eNews on
www.soudertonborough.org.

After you read our newsletter,
find out more by visiting:
Borough: www.soudertonborough.org
Main Streets: www.stmainst.org
Fire Co.: www.soudertonfireco.org
Grand Prix: www.spartacycling.com
Waste System Authority of Eastern
Montgomery County: www.wsaemc.org
Classic Towns of Greater Philadelphia:
www.classictowns.org

SOUDERTON Borough
31 West Summit Street
Souderton PA 18964
215-723-4371
www.soudertonborough.org
John Reynolds, Mayor

to the borough line between Reliance
Road and Cherry Lane.

SOUDERTON Borough Council
John U. Young, President
Andrew C. Schlosser, Vice President
Jonathan C. Gardenier
Brian K. Goshow
D. Jeffrey Gross
Katherine M. Grubb
Richard Halbom
J. Edward Hunsicker, Jr.
Ned D. Leight

• Nov. 2-6
• Nov. 16-20
• Nov. 30-Dec. 4

The Souderton Story
is written, edited, and
designed by

to County Line Road between Reliance
Road and Cherry Lane.
• Nov. 9-13
• Nov. 23-27
• Dec. 7-11

SECTION 2: From the railroad tracks west

...view the leaf collection map online!

www.wordwork.com
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Community Events
Univest Grand Prix

Saturday, September 12
Cyclosportif 100k Amateur Race – 8 a.m.
Professional Road Race – 10:50 a.m.
Main Street
Sponsored by Univest

Firehouse Breakfast

Sunday, September 20
7 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Perseverance Firehouse
Sponsored by the Ladies Auxiliary

Cash Bingo

Sunday, October 11 – 1 p.m.
Perseverance Fire Company
Sponsored by the Ladies Auxiliary

Penny Auction

Saturday, November 14 – 5 p.m.
Perseverance Fire Company
Sponsored by the Ladies Auxiliary

Help Protect our Water Supply
Flowing stormwater eventually ends up
in the bodies of water we use for drinking, swimming, and fishing, and can
pick up dirt, debris, and chemicals along
the way, depositing them into our water
supply. Here are some simple ways you
can help reduce water contamination:

Montgomery County’s Household
Hazardous Waste Collection days.
www.wsaemc.org

Don’t dump chemicals or solvents down
household drains or storm drains.

leave it in the street or sweep it into
storm drains.

Instead, drop off used motor oil,
cleaning supplies, paint, and more at
the Waste System Authority of Eastern

Souderton Holiday Parade
Saturday, December 5 – 11 a.m.
Main and Broad Streets
Run by Souderton-Telford Main Streets

Use pesticides and fertilizers in proper
amounts to prevent excess runoff, and

don’t overwater your lawn.
Compost or mulch yard waste; do not

Pick up after pets and dispose of the
waste properly by flushing it. Pet waste

can be a source of harmful bacteria and
excess nutrients in our water supply, so
you should even pick up after your pet
in your own backyard.
Sweep up litter and debris from sidewalks and driveways to prevent it from

washing into storm drains and entering
our water supply. v

Santa Visits Souderton
Thursday, December 24

Starting at 5 p.m., Santa will make his way through
the borough, stopping to greet children
in front of their homes. Sponsored by the
Perseverance Volunteer Fire Company.

Christmas Tree Collection
Remove all ornaments, decorations,
and stands and place your Christmas
tree near the sidewalk for collection
during the week of January 4, 2010.
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