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Main Streets Streetscape Project Goes to Town
By Mike Coll, Souderton Borough Manager
points with adjoining properties to
the north and south, encouraging
increased shared parking opportunities in the rear of the properties and a
convenient central connection point
with Main Street.
The new parking lot design will
include the use of the same street
lights used along Main Street and
additional landscaping to complement the streetscape. A small plaza
area will also be created for future
streetscape amenities, seating, and,
possibly, art work.

The future site of the new Main Street Parking Lot, which will provide 30 additional parking
spaces in downtown Souderton.

Souderton’s streetscape project enters
its second phase in 2008. Phase 1 was
completed in the fall of 2006 and will
be complemented this fall with the
planned construction of a new Main
Street parking lot, adding 30 parking
spaces to the core downtown business
district. The second phase of the
streetscape project will include a new
street light system, landscaping features, granite block pavers, and more.

Parking Frustrations? Main Street
Parking Lot Coming Soon
Construction of the new municipal
parking lot began in late July with the
demolition of the buildings at 129 to
135 N. Main Street. The new municipal parking lot connects with Main
Street at Hillside Avenue, providing
30 additional parking spaces in the
core downtown business district. The
parking lot will feature connection

Phase 2 of Main Street Streetscape
Makes Connection
The two-year, second phase of our
Main Street Streetscape project
between Chestnut Street and Broad
Street is tentatively set to begin in
2008 with work concentrating on the
west side of Main. In order to minimize construction disturbance during
the annual Soap Box Derby and
Univest Grand Prix, the project must be
completed over two years: The east
side will be completed in 2009.
Completion of Phase 2 will make a
critical connection to Broad Street,
where Broad and Main Streets serve as
the borough’s central hub. As we add
(continued on page 3)

Vote in the General Election, Nov. 6
THE

Which issues are important to you?
Register before October 9 to make
a difference in this year’s municipal
election on November 6. Your
voter registration card includes
your polling place, and you can
also look it up online at Montgomery
County Voter Services,
www.montcopa.org/voterservices.
Refer to the list below to find your

ward and polling location. If you have
any questions, call the borough at
215-723-4371.
Ward 1: Emmanuel Lutheran Church,
75 West Broad Street
Ward 2: Zion Mennonite Church,
Front Street & Cherry Lane
Ward 3: Zwingli United Church of
Christ, 330 Wile Avenue
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Getting the Community Involved: Souderton HS
Redevelopment and More
When the new Souderton Area High
School opens in Franconia Township
in September 2009, the current
Souderton High School on School
Lane will close, leaving approximately 20 acres open to potential
redevelopment.
As we work to revitalize and redevelop the borough, Borough Council
members believe that they and other
residents must be proactive in
visualizing the future of the high
school property, as well as other
potential development within the
business district.
The borough hopes that, by thinking ahead, the community can

maintain the character of the existing
surrounding neighborhoods.

Composing the Look and
Feel of Souderton
To do this, Borough Council is
reviewing proposals from consulting
firms who can help us visualize our
future using sound land use and community development principles to
craft a conceptual framework.
In addition, having a conceptual
framework may help us attract
investors and gain access to government grants. Souderton Borough
Council hopes that the private sector
will absorb the cost of the redevelopment consulting services, which will

not impact the taxpayer.
With a conceptual framework in
hand, we hope that potential developers and residents will work together
in crafting how Souderton looks and
feels in the future.
We know already that we’ll be
looking to you, as residents and
borough property and business
owners, to be part of this process.
Please look for announcements
here, in the news, online at
www.soudertonborough.org, or contact us by phone at 215-723-4371 or
email info@soudertonborough.org for
more information on how you can
join us – for the future.

Main Streets Brainstorms Vision
in Meetings Sept., Oct.
SOUDERTON BOROUGH
A lot has changed since the
Souderton-Telford Main Streets
(STMS) vision statement was created
in 2004, and STMS is taking another
look at where the community would
like to go in upcoming years.
“We need to update the vision to
accommodate all the changes since
the original statement was created,”
says Souderton-Telford Main Streets
Manager Pam Coleman.
Among these changes are planning
for the absence of the Souderton Area
High School on North School Lane, as
well as taking into account what the
program has already accomplished.

Creating Directions to the Future
What’s the difference between the
vision and mission statements? Ms.
Coleman explains, “Our vision is what
the community wants to see the downtown be in 5 to 10 years. It’s really an
overarching concept guiding STMS
activities. The mission is how our
organization is going to achieve that
vision.” The two statements are general guidelines, not specific goals like
types of businesses or parking plans.

STMS wants
to give
community
members the
opportunity to get involved in developing these guidelines by getting
ideas out in front of them, and asking
for input on what they want from
their community in the future. The
goal is for Souderton and Telford
residents to feel confident about the
organization’s plans to better their
boroughs.

Get Involved: What’s Your Vision?
Do you have a vision for your town? If
you have ideas, suggestions, or just
want to check out how this new statement is being crafted, please come to
one of the public meetings. STMS has
slated a series of public meetings in
September, concluding on
October 18 at 7 p.m. at 18 Green
Street in Souderton, to finalize the
vision for STMS. “We are always
looking for volunteers to serve on one
of our committees,” says Ms.
Coleman. If you would like to learn
more, visit stmainst.org.
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Waste Hauler Survey – Tell Us Your Thoughts
What is your opinion on the
current trash collection system? Is it running smoothly?
Would you like to see a
change? The question of
whether the current system of
residents contracting with private haulers or a single trash
hauler would better benefit
the community remains on the
borough’s agenda. There are
many pros and cons to operating a single trash hauler
system, including these:

Advantages:
• A recent study for a neighboring
community showed costs were
25-35% less per household
• Reduced truck traffic, noise,
emissions, and road damage

Pile the Leaves
When crispy fall leaves begin to
clutter your yard this year, just rake
them to your curb for Souderton
Borough to come take them off your
hands. Collection begins the week of
October 29. Check below to find your
exact date.
SECTION 1 - From the railroad tracks
east to County Line Road between
Reliance Road and Cherry Lane.
•
•
•
•

1st Collection: Nov. 5 - 9
2nd Collection: Nov. 19 - 21
3rd Collection: Dec. 3 - 7
4th Collection: As needed

SECTION 2 - From the railroad tracks
west to the Borough Line between
Reliance Road and Cherry Lane.
•
•
•
•

1st Collection: Oct. 29 to Nov. 2
2nd Collection: Nov. 12 - 16
3rd Collection: Nov. 26 - 30
4th Collection: As needed
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• Local haulers who cannot compete
with bids lose business
• Limits resident’s choice if they
prefer a hauler other than the one
chosen by the borough
• If service is inadequate, Souderton
could be stuck until the contract
expires

• Only one day per neighborhood
when trash bins are out
• Trash hauler must comply with borough’s ordinances and standards

Disadvantages:
• Residents’ complaints go through
borough, meaning a potential
administrative cost

Thank You for Completing
Our Survey!
Souderton Borough Council would
like to hear your thoughts about
trash removal services. We ask you
to please fill out the enclosed survey
and return it by October 15. You
may return the survey by fax, at
215-723-5569, or mail it or drop
it off between 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m.
at the borough office on 31 West
Summit Street.

When the Needles
Begin to Drop…
When it’s finally time to say goodbye
to your twinkling Christmas tree after
the holiday, the borough team will
pick it up free of charge. Please clear
all ornaments, garlands, lights, stands,
and any nails or fasteners and place
the tree in your front yard next to the

sidewalk. Trees will be collected on
the following 2008 dates:
•
•
•
•

Thursday, January 3
Friday, January 4
Monday, January 7
Tuesday, January 8

Main Streets Streetscape Project Goes to Town
the same streetscape features on
Main between Chestnut and Broad
streets, we hope to encourage pedestrian traffic to the downtown core.
Like Phase 1, Phase 2 will
include installation of new granite
curbing, concrete sidewalks accented with granite block pavers, a new
street light system, landscaping
features with an irrigation system,
adjustment of utilities, and paving.
The design includes seven on-street
parking spaces along the west
side of Main Street. Work is made
possible with funding assistance
from a $248,850 grant from the
Montgomery County Revitalization
Grant Program.

(continued from page 1)

Planning for Future Projects
Future phases of the Streetscape
Program along Main Street, West
Broad Street, and East Broad Street
will enter engineering design phase,
thanks to a $100,000 grant from the
Delaware Valley Regional Planning
Commission (DVRPC) under the
Transportation Community
Development Initiative (TCDI)
grant program.
With engineering design in hand,
Souderton will better compete
for significant construction grant
funds, and we hope, accelerate
completion of subsequent phases
of streetscape projects.

Event Calendar
Annual Holiday Parade

Indian Valley Public Library Book Sale

Saturday, December 1 – 11 a.m.

Thursday, September 27 – 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Here comes Santa Claus, right down Souderton’s Main
Street! For a great community feel and spark of holiday
cheer, come to the
Annual Holiday Parade,
which dates back longer
than most of us can
remember. The procession of floats, bands,
businesses, safety
departments, and more
will take a trip down
Main Street and across
Broad Street in
Souderton. Pick your
spot and bring a lawn
chair; the parade
typically lasts nearly two
hours. If you would like
to participate in the
parade, visit www.stmainst.org to register.

Always forgetting to return your library
books on time? Avoid those late fees next
time by buying a book at the Indian Valley
Public Library’s used book sale. For 75
cents or less, you can purchase books,
videos, CDs, audiobooks, and more. Check
the library’s website at www.ivpl.org for
information on other special events for
adults and kids.

Main Streets Annual Open House
Thursday, October 4 – 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Residents, businesses, and all others are invited to
learn more about what Souderton-Telford Main Streets
is all about at the Souderton Annual Open House at
18 Green Street in Souderton. Food will be served, and
staff and volunteers will be available to answer any
questions. For more info, visit www.stmainst.org.

Complete and Return
by Oct. 15
Waste Hauler
Survey Inside!
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